
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD

OF TRUSTEES OF POTEAU VALLEY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY

The monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of Poteau Valley Improvement

Authority was held on Tuesday, August 1, 2017 at 6:00 p.m ., at the Poteau City Hall, 111

Peters Street, Poteau, Oklahoma 74953 Those present were:

Executive Trustees Trustees Others Present

Mick LaFevers Robert Jordan Steve Patterson

Joe Mode Ronnie B ell James Morrison

Keith Wright Dee Ann McDowell Dean Warren

Ron Pelanconi Robert Updyke Jewell Clark

Jim Fry William Clark

Ray L loyd

Jackie Linville

Mike Parker

Dale Kennedy

Eugene Cobb

Derek Baker

Beth Peck

                          

The Agenda had been posted as required by law by James M orrison. Following

opening prayer by Keith W right, the meeting was ca lled to order.

Minutes of the monthly meeting on July 5, 2017, were read and approved.

Keith Wright presented the finance report advising he and Beth Peck had reviewed

the various bills and purchase orders and recommended payment of same. Following

discussion, motion made by Joe Mode seconded by Jim Fry that all bills and purchase orders

be paid  which  motion  passed  unanim ously. 

Dean Warren presented an update on the Sardis Lake Permit before the Oklahoma

Water Resources Board, advising that the Oklahoma Municipal Authority had retained a firm

of attorneys in Denver, CO and Oklahoma City to represent them and had filed a 3rd

amendment to their list of witnesses. Their witness list consists of six (6) professional

engineers, three (3) people who at one time were affiliated with the Oklahoma Water

Resources Board and five (5) other professional people. The 62 land owners who are

protesting the permit  are being represented by an attorney in Norman, Oklahoma and various
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motions have been filed by both sides, which are to be ruled on by the 15th day of August.

The latest motion  was filed by protesters to dism iss the permit for failure to pub lish in

LeFlore County and Atoka County. Currently, the schedule ca lls for the hearing to take place

in Oklahoma City in the Water Resources Board Room beginning at 9:30 a.m. on August 21-

25, 2017, and if necessary, Augus t 28 and 29 , for overflow and public comment.

James Morrison presented the managers report advising that the Bokoshe tank is in

service and that the Alum project was moved back one (1) day to Thursday and Friday. The

first day went smoothly, on the 2nd day, they began to have problems with the pumps and they

were not able to apply all the chemica ls. PVIA will be trying again next week to com plete

the Alum process. M orrison stated that auditors had been going through the books and that

an audit report should be ready for the September meeting. Morrison also mentioned that the

districts need to be  flushing their lines for the  THM , HAAs tests this month and that this was

the worst quarter for samples.

Morrison advised that the current repeaters and radios servicing PVIA w ater towers

and pumps are outdated and they are no longer able to ge t parts to make repairs; for th is

reason he has requested approval to purchase 12 radios and repeaters to cover the tanks. The

radios will be analog and digital but will be able to be made digital at an additional expense.

Under the proposed plan, PV IA would have their own frequency and would be renting tower

space from Central Communications. Morrison stated that he had contacted various entities

in the area for quotes and the only response he received was from the Poteau business.

Morrison further stated that he discussed the proposal with David Wyatt, engineer, who

agreed that the radios should be replaced and that the price was reasonable. The tower rent

would be $600.00 per month and the radios and repeaters are expected to cost $21,950.00.

Following discussion, motion made by Jim Fry, to authorize the manager to purchase radios

and repeaters for the towers, which motion was seconded by Ron Pelanconi and passed

unanim ously. 

Steve Patterson gave an update on the Alum application, advising that the pumps

being used need to be upgraded, as they aren’t capable of handing chemicals for the lake

project. Algae samples taken were the highest he has seen at Lake Wister, with 1.2 million

cells per liter. Later this week he hopes to get better results from the Alum sampling and

believes the results will be similar to those of this past year. Patterson stated that Karen

Wages brought Senator Lankford’s state representative by the plant and he took a guided

tour. Patterson and Morrison were able to talk to him regarding the Alum and sampling going
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on as well as lake modeling, which are all beneficial for the whole lake. He also discussed

the environmental impact statement,  which needs to be completed by the Corps to account

for water rights  to the present level. He stated that he and Dr. Scott had been working on the

first draft of the ir report, he be lieves that it will take 1-2 more rounds for each to review the

comments and changes made and he thinks there will be a draft report ready in the next few

weeks. Patterson also advised that he has been working with officials with the Oklahoma

Conservation Commission who PVIA partnered with this last year. The Wister Lake

watershed was divided into 25 sub-watersheds and monitoring of these different 25 areas was

to determine and identify hot spots. The Oklahoma Conservation Commission was interested

in continuing to take samples for next year and was agreeable to paying all the costs, which

would be $40,000.00. The OCC is unable to enter into contracts with the University of

Arkansas, so a contrac t with the OCC and PVIA w ould be necessary. Then  PVIA would

contract with the University of Arkansas. In the discussion, Patterson pointed out that the

same people at the University of Arkansas are also taking samples of the upper Poteau River

in Arkansas, and will use the University of Arkansas lab the  same as PVIA. This would

provide a study of the complete w atershed to Lake Wister and since both the lab and

University of Arkansas were doing the work, would be a seamless report. The chairman

tabled further action pending receipt of proposal contracts.

Under new business, the manager requested approval to tear down a cement block

building, which in the past served as a pump house. After discussion, it was determ ined to

defer action on this until the engineer had reviewed the plans.

There being no further business coming before the Board, meeting was adjourned.

(Seal)

____________________________________

KEITH WRIGHT, SECRETARY

The above Minutes were approved this ______ day of _______________,2017.

(Seal)

____________________________________

KEITH WRIGHT, SECRETARY


